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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, SP 

SUBJ: UN EMERGENCY FORCE 

REF: STATE 211411 

1. SPANISH COULD BE EXPECTED TO BE MOST CAUTIOUS ABOUT 
PARTICIPATION IN UNEF AND BASIC INSTINCT WOULD PROBABLY 

BE TO AVOID INVOLVEMENT. RELUCTANCE WOULD STEM FROM FEAR 
OF BEING FORCED TO ACT POLITICALLY OR MILITARILY AGAINST 
ARAB INTERESTS, THUS RISKING POSSIBLE ARAB REPRISALS 
AGAINST PETROLEUM SUPPLY OR NORTH AFRICAN HOLDINGS. 

2. THERE IS, HOWEVER. OUTSIDE CHANCE SPAIN WOULD SEND 
UNITS IF REQUESTED. FACTORS NOW OPERATING IN FAVOR OF 
ACCEPTANCE ARE GOS AMBITIONS FOR A MORE VISIBLE WORLD 
ROLE AND DESIRE AMONG MILITARY FOR OPPORTUNITY FOR 
FOREIGN EXPERIENCE. BUT ACCEPTANCE, IF IT CAME AT ALL, 

WOULD COME ONLY UNDER CERTAIN CAREFUL CONDITIONS. 

GOS WOULD PROBABLY BE WARY OF POSSIBLE ISOLATION AND 
WOULD EXPECT UNEF TO INCLUDE BROAD AND VARIED 
PARTICIPATION AND TO BE IDEOLOGICALLY DIVERSE. GOS WOULD 
ALSO HAVE TO BE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE BY 
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(US URGING ALONE WOULD LIKELY NOT BE VERY PRODUCTIVE.) 

3. IN EVENT OF ACCEPTANCE, GOS COULD BE EXPECTED TO 
PROVIDE ONE COMPANY TO ONE BATTALION OF COMBAT TROOPS, 
WHICH PROBABLY WOULD BE DRAWN FROM SPECIAL FORCES OR 
"IMMEDIATE INTERVENTION FORCES" NOW IN PENINSULA. 
ALTERNATIVELY, IF COMBAT UNIT OPTION RULED OUT, GOS 
WOULD PROBABLY PROVIDE COMPANY-SIZE SERVICE UNIT IN SUCH 
FIELDS AS COMMUNICATIONS, TRUCK TRANSPORTATION 

OR MEDICAL. ORGANIC EQUIPMENT PROBABLY AVAILABLE FOR 
DEPLOYMENT, BUT RESUPPLY AND MAINTENANCE NOT 
LIKELY TO BE FURNISHED BY SPAIN. 

4. FORCES COULD PROBABLY BE READY FOR DEPLOYMENT WITH 
ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT WITHIN ONE WEEK TO TEN DAYS 
AFTER POLITICAL DECISION TO PARTICIPATE. SPANISH AIR 
FORCE NOW HAS CAPABILITY TO AIRLIFT ALL PERSONNEL AND 
LIGHT GEAR TO MIDDLE EAST. WHILE GOS LACKS PLANES TO 
AIRLIFT VEHICLES AND HEAVIER EQUIPMENT. IT COULD PROVIDE 
SEA TRANSPORT FOR THEM IN SPANISH FLAG VESSELS. 
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